MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY, 21 MAY 2007  




Present:

Cllr Mrs J Thomas – Chairman     







Mrs R Cutts







Mr A Dethick

Mr R Hall

Mr M Hutchings

Mrs R Hutchingson

Mrs R Marsden

Mrs E Noble

Mrs M Small

Mr I Stowe

Mrs J de Toney – Clerk

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence had been received from Mrs J Stowe and Mr R de Toney.


2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 MAY 2006 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2006 were considered and it was proposed by Robert Hall and seconded by Grace Marsden that the minutes be accepted as a correct record of the meeting and were duly signed by the Chairman.

3.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1 APRIL 2006 – 31 MARCH 2007  

The Chairman, Mrs June Thomas gave a comprehensive report on the activities of the Parish Council for the year under review.  A copy of the Chairman’s report would be attached to these minutes.   NB not attached to electronic copy of minutes

Melanie James had served for four years on the Parish Council and had decided not to offer herself for re-election.     The Chairman  thanked Melanie for her time on the Council and for liaising with Mrs Jean Stowe regarding the trees in the village and environment and conservation issues brought to the Parish Council.

A special mention was given to the Conservation Group led by Jean Stowe who had given their time during the year to looking after the wildflower area on the Tinsley Field, the Boaty and the Churchyard.       The Parish Council was especially appreciative of the netted area which the conservation group had erected in the cemetery for grass cuttings.    The provision of this netted area had been carried out within a week of the request by the Parish Council.

A special thank you should also go to those volunteers who carry out “litter picks” around the village.   This is much appreciated by the Parish Council and the village.  

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


Mrs Noble thanked the Chairman for her report and to all the Councillors for their commitment on behalf of the village.   The people of West Deeping do look after their village; it is a good place to live apart from the continuing irritation of the traffic.

Footpath from West Deeping to Tallington    


It was confirmed that the Parish Council had not been successful in their bid for funds to reinstate the footpath along the A16 to Tallington.    The Council would continue to ask for this matter to be considered for funding in the future.

Upgrade of stiles etc on West Deeping footpaths  


Mr  Dethick informed the meeting that he walked to Tallington across the fields on a regular basis and wished to draw the attention of the meeting to the fact that maintenance had been carried out on the footpaths to Tallington in recent times.


Footpaths crossing the railway line at Tallington     


Mrs Noble asked the Parish Council if they were aware of the discussions which had taken place between Tallington Parish Council, Network Rail and Lincolnshire County Council  regarding the rerouting of the West Deeping footpaths that cross the railway line at Tallington.     The Parish Council had no knowledge of these consultations although it was aware that some action needed to be taken.

Mrs Noble agreed to speak to Martin Bremner, who is now the Clerk to Tallington Parish Council to see if West Deeping could be copied in on any developments/consultations regarding this matter.

West Deeping Village Hall lease, Educational Foundation and Ownership

Cllr Iain Stowe updated the meeting regarding the lease for the Village Hall.  Very little progress had been achieved in the year under review.     A final draft of the new lease for the village hall was currently with the Educational Foundation’s solicitors and it was to be hoped that the matter could be concluded very shortly.     It was now six years since the lease came up for renewal. 

With regard to the ownership issue, the Parish Council had been in contact with the Diocese and the Department of Education and Skills during the year but there was no  progress to report.

As far as the position regarding the number of trustees on the Educational Foundation,  there had been no further development – there being still only two trustees  – the Rector and one Churchwarden.

4.
FLOOD WARDEN REPORT

Mr Roger de Toney has sent the following report as he was unable to be at the meeting.

During the year under review there had not been any warnings or alerts.    Roger was booked on an Environment Agency Training Day to be held on the 20 June.  It was understood that some new guidance information was to be made available but that this would not affect the general role or responsibilities of a Flood Warden.    Information about the flood warden scheme had been sent to David James to be put on the website.

The Chairman thanked Roger de Toney for his continued willingness to serve as Flood Warden for West Deeping.

5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(1)  Speed of traffic through the village

There was a discussion on traffic speeding through the village.  It was felt that the situation had deteriorated and there was an increasing number of large lorries coming through the village at more than 30 mph.     It was difficult to know what could be done to improve the situation.  If it was possible to get the registration number of a large lorry travelling through the village then the matter could be reported as West Deeping is a weight restricted area.    

(2)  Litter in the Layby

Attention was drawn to the fact that there was a lot of litter in the layby again.     The Parish Council would contact the appropriate department at SKDC to get it removed and to ensure that the layby is on a regular route for litter collection as it is a main road and not really the responsibility of the Parish Council.

(3)  Best Kept Village 

The village had been entered into the Best Kept Village competition again this year.  It was noted that a lot of the verges in the village were kept in very good condition by residents but there were a number that needed some care and attention.   The problem was that many residents did use the verge to park their cars which destroyed the grass but it was appreciated this was done to protect their vehicles from damage which would happen if parked on the road. 

(4)  Insurance of the Tinsley Field

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Parish Council’s insurance could not cover activities held on the Tinsley Field unless they were actually responsible for the event.  This meant that they could not cover the field for the Open Gardens event.    

(4)  Co-option of a Councillor 

The meeting was advised that as SKDC did not receive sufficient nominations for Parish Councillors there was still one vacancy and the Parish Council would be sending out a notice to all the village asking if there was anyone wishing to be considered for co-option.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for giving their time to attending and the meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

Signed:   June Thomas



2nd June 2008
_____________________________                     Date:______________________

      Chairman

