WEST DEEPING PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 4 DECEMBER 2006

         
 Present:  
Cllr Mrs J Thomas - Chairman





Cllr Mr R Hall   








Cllr Mrs M James









Cllr Mrs G Marsden





Cllr Mr I Stowe

Mr D Allen 
(part of meeting only) 

Mr R de Toney      “     “     “          “ 

Mrs J de Toney – Clerk

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence had been received from District Councillor Mike Exton.

2.
TALLINGTON AND LOLHAM RAILWAY CROSSINGS 

The Chairman welcomed Mr David Allen to the meeting to give a presentation on the current situation position regarding the closure of the crossings at Tallington and Lolham.   David is a member of a small group (the other members being Robin Douglas (Maxy) and George Waterhouse (Tallington) who have been involved since 1999 in gathering information on the continued increase in the amount of time in each hour the Tallington and Lolham crossing barriers are down and monitoring the increase in road traffic.   The Group has been in contact with the rail and highways authority to bring their attention to this increasing problem and and the impact it is having on the locality.

From the surveys carried out over the last six years, there is overwhelming evidence of a substantial increase in rail traffic and from information the Group have been able to obtain further increases in rail traffic are planned by the  various rail companies using the east coast line which could mean 40 minute closure of the crossing in each hour with resulting long delays for road users.  

The Group will be meeting with Network Rail, the Highways and Planning, the Transport Secretary and local MPs in the near future and David felt it would be helpful if there could be representation from the local level.   It was therefore agreed that the Parish Council would write to the various authorities to put the local point of view and request that a solution be found.    

The Chairman thanked David for giving the time to attend the Parish Council meeting to give the presentation and wished the Group success in its meetings with the authorities.

3.
PROPERTY ISSUE


Cllr Iain Stowe asked if at this stage the meeting could be adjourned to enable a discussion to take place regarding the Village Hall and issue over ownership.     

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.55 pm and the meeting recommenced at 8.20 pm.

4.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 3 SEPTEMBER 2006

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2006, previously circulated, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

(1) Boaty Levy

Cllr Iain Stowe tabled a paper which would be discussed at the next meeting..

(2)  Work required on bus shelter, seats and noticeboard

Materials had been provided to enable Dick Latham to carry out the maintenance work required to the bus shelter, seats and noticeboard.

(3)  Best Kept Village Competition                                                                                     

The Chairman, Cllr Grace Marsden and Brian Marsden had attended the presentation of the certificates and plaques for the 2006 Best Kept Village Competition  ceremony on 1 November. 

6.
CORRESPONDENCE

(1) Deepings Area Assembly

It was noted that the next meeting of the Deepings Area Assembly would be held in West Deeping on 29 January 2007 at 7.00 pm.

(2)  Neighbourhood Panel    

A letter dated 13 October 2006 had been received from Reg Burrell, Neighbourhood Policing Team, regarding the setting up of a Neighbourhood Panel and asking if anyone from West Deeping would be interested in being on this panel.

(3)  Parish and Town Councils Conference – 7 December 2006


The programme for this conference to be held in Grantham was tabled but unfortunately there was no one available to attend.

(4) Best Kept Village Competition

A letter dated 9 October 2006 had been received from Deeping St James Parish Council congratulating West Deeping on being placed in this year’s competition.

7.
PLANNING MATTERS


(1)  Application No S06/1071/81/JJ/PC1 - Mrs S Grigson, The Manor, West Deeping


Use of premises and gardens to host weddings and receptions


It was noted that this application had been refused.

(2)  Application No S06/1139/81 - Mr and Mrs Moon, 58 King Street, West Deeping

Proposed conservatory to rear of premises

It was noted that this application had been approved conditionally on 27 September 2006.

(2) Application No S06/1205/81 Mr and Mrs Bowling – 35 King Street

First Floor rear extension to dwelling


This application had been approved conditionally on 2 October 2006.

8.
FINANCE 

(1)  Expenditure since last meeting



   
        

The following expenditure had taken place:                                           £             Chq No

11 Sep 06
Gary’s Gardens    Tinsley Field/Amenity Contract   178.50           100443

09 Oct 06          VH Thomas          Varnish, paint etc                       47.46            100444

09 Oct 06
Gary’s Gardens
   Tinsley Field/Amenity Contract
  278.00

100445

03 Nov 06          Gary’s Gardens    Amenity contract                      164.50

100446     24 Nov 06
Gary’s Gardens    Tinsley Field


   115.00         
100447

01 Dec 06   
Mrs J de Toney
   Stationery and stamps

     56.71
100448

04 Dec 06         Mrs J de Toney
   Jul-Dec honorarium

   250.00
100449

(2) Financial position at 4 December 2006


It was noted that the Parish Council’s financial position at 4 December taking into account the above expenditure was:

Current Account:
£1596.34             Deposit Account:
£1569.14

(3) Draft Budget for 2007-2008

The draft budget was discussed in detail and it was agreed that the Parish Council should ask for a precept of £2800.00.    The Clerk would send the completed form back to the District Council prior to going away on 4 January 2007.

9.
VILLAGE HALL OWNERSHIP AND EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

Following the discussions earlier regarding the ownership of the Village Hall, and comments received on the current situation with regard to the application by the Diocese of Lincoln for an Order under Sections 554 and 556, it was agreed that the Parish Council should obtain legal advice as  quickly as possible with regards to admissibility, ownership and the relationship to the Church of England of the Foundation.  

In the first instance it was agreed that solicitors, Greenwoods and Buckles would be approached to see if they could recommend someone with expertise to give advice.

A letter should also be sent to the Department of Education and Skills informing them that the Parish Council was seeking legal advice and asking that the order should not be laid until February 2007 at the earliest.

It was also felt that a letter should be sent to John Hayes MP to acquaint him with the subject and asking for his support in ensuring that the Village Hall remains under the control of the village to enable it to be available for residents for the future.

10.   
CEMETERY  – GRAVE OF MR TILLEY’S PARENTS (NOS 215 AND 216) 



Representatives of the Parish Council met Mr Tilley on site regarding the encroachment by plot 207 on plots 215 and 216.   The grave on plot 207 had been dug slightly further west than it should have been.   After discussion, it was agreed that it would be acceptable for the memorial Mr Tilley wished to place on his parents graves to be placed at the top of plots 215 and 216 in the middle.   

11.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS        

(1)  Christmas Tree for village     

It was noted that Alan Thurlby would again give a tree to the village and Gary would arrange to get the tree to the village.   This was very much appreciated and a note of thanks would be put in Towers and Spires.


(2)  Private road sign for the Boaty

The private road sign had been repaired and would be replaced as soon as the skip which the residents of 66 King Street have had been taken away.

(3)  Japanese Knotweed   

It has been reported to the Chairman that there was some Japanese Knotweed in Church Lane near the Cook’s property and the Chairman had been in contact with the appropriate department.

11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting would be held on Monday 12 February 2007 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.

It was agreed that the dates for Parish Council meetings for the rest of 2007 should be as follows:



Monday 26 March 2007 




Monday 14 May 2007- Annual Parish Council meeting following elections 



Monday 21 May 2007 – Annual Parish Meeting



Monday 2 July 2007 with annual walk round the village



Monday 10 September 2007



Monday 3 December 2007


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40 pm

Signed:_______________________

Date:      _________________




Chairman

