MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WEST DEEPING PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 18 MAY 2005 



Present:
Mrs J Thomas – Chairman





Mrs S Alpe





Mrs R Cutts

Mrs R Hall





Mrs M James





Mrs A Jones





Mr A Jones

Mrs G Marsden





Mrs M Small

Mr I Stowe





Mrs M Small





Mrs P Wilson





Mr R de Toney





Mrs J de Toney – Clerk

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs E Noble and Mrs M Mooney.

2.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 10 MAY 2005


The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 10 May 2005 were read and following the deletion of a paragraph at the end of the flood awareness report the minutes were agreed as a correct record of the meeting.

3.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 


The Chairman gave a detailed report on the activities of the Parish Council for the year 1st April 2004 to 31st March 2005.


The Chairman wished to record a special thank you to Mr Gordon Wilson (known to most people as Nicky) who had resigned as a Parish Councillor during the year under review after .  Nicky had served on the Parish Council since 1991;   his commitment and  knowledge of the village would be greatly missed. 


The Chairman also wished to thank Gary Whitwell of Gary’s Gardens for his work in the village in helping to keep  the village in good order.


A copy of the Chairman’s report was attached to the minutes.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

(1) Nettles in the boaty wildflower area

Cllr Grace Marden enquired whether the amount of nettles being taken from this wildflower area would be detrimental to the butterfly population.      Mrs Jean Stowe confirmed that there were still plenty of nettles left in the wildflower area and there were also other areas in the village that attracted butterflies.

(2)
Parish Council mower 

It was confirmed that the clutch had gone on the mower and Cllr Grace Marsden had not had time to get it taken in for repair.      The Chairman agreed to get the mower collected when next their own mower was taken for service.    It would be necessary to obtain an estimate first for the cost of the repair.

(3)
At Andrews Churchyard

Mrs Sylvia Alpe wished to record her thanks to all those who had been doing work in St Andrew’s Churchyard.   It was looking very good. 

5.
TREES AND WILDFLOWER AREAS 
 

Mrs Jean Stowe gave an update on the trees and wildflower areas in the village.

Trees:   Most trees looking reasonably healthy.   This follows six years of attention to mulching and staking under the Tree Council’s “Trees Love Care Initiative”.  The Acer “Brilliantissimum which was dying when Jean came to the village was now thriving and had been adopted by Jan Moore.

Recent photographs of the trees, wildflower area and the Tinsley field were circulated to those present at the meeting.

Wildflowers:    Henry Tinsley field – again lots of ladies smocks this year and early grasses.   The Boaty’s snowdrop population is increasing and much admired.  Churchyard – recent count revealed 15 different wildflower species were flowering.  Regrettably the orchids were not thriving but advice had been taken.   A yellow flower had been identified as Nonea Lutea, a native of Turkey which is now naturalised throughout Europe.

The Village Hall was full for a lecture by Phil Thomas on Wildlife Conservation for Nation and Village on 23 October.     He had hoped to lead a conservation walk in July but regrettably had had to cancel.    It is hoped that a lecture or walk could be rescheduled later in the year

The group of volunteers who assist habitat creation had agreed at an informal meeting that it would be appropriate to call the group  “West Deeping Conservation Group”.

A copy of Jean Stowe’s report was attached to the minutes.

The Chairman thanked Jean for her report and also thanked the Conservation Group for all the time and hardwork they had given to developing the wildflower areas and caring for the trees in the village.     This was very much appreciated by everyone.’

6.
FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT

Mr Roger de Toney reported that there had not been any warnings or alerts in the past twelve months.   New flood maps were now available on the Environment Agency Website at www.environment-agency.gov.uk/floodline.   These show the risk of flooding after taking into account existing flood defences.  Nearly all the village now falls into the “be prepared” category,which generally means the flood risk is 0.1% or less.   This is very useful information for anyone having difficulty with house insurance.  A copy of the map for West Deeping was circulated at the meeting.

There was a booklet available at the Village Hall entitled “Flooding:  be prepared a guide for older people”.   This was available for people to take away with them.

The Environment Agency has produced a booklet “Managing Flood Risk in Parishes” and Roger would be obtaining a copy in due course.

There was a competition for Parishes, Towns or Wards to win a Public Safety Commendation.   The winner being the body who can demonstrate that they have instigated practical methods to safeguard their community against the effects of flooding.  Roger considered that as West Deeping was now officially only in the “be prepared category it would be unlikely to achieve such an award and suggested the village did not enter.

A copy of the full report is attached to the minutes.

The Chairman thanked Roger de Toney for his report and for continuing to be the Flood Warden for the village.   It was noted that he only told the village when water was coming but did not give out sandbags!

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


(1)
Smell from drains at A16 end of the village

Mrs Phyllis Wilson drew attention to the fact that the smell from the drains near the Council houses was bad;   in fact recently she had been in the house of one of the residents when the water was draining from the washing machine and the smell in the kitchen had been almost unbearable.        The Chairman said this matter had been noted and Anglian Water or the District Council would be asked to investigate.

(2)
Water leak in Church Lane

Mrs Sylvia Alpe informed the meeting that a water leak in Church Lane which was like a small stream running into the river had been reported to the authorities and had been dealt with very quickly and a manhole cover had been put in.

(3)
Gravestones in Churchyard

An enquiry was made as to progress with the gravestone survey.    The survey was complete but required checking and risk assessment done again before quotations could be obtained.   

(4)
A16 Crossroads
Nothing further to report on this matter as the roundabout had been rejected by the authorities.  The were due to meet with the Police and Road Safety Partnership to discuss a possible resolution sometime in May or at least that is what the Parish Council had been told.

(5) West Deeping Educational Foundation

Cllr Iain Stowe introduced this item by informing the meeting that a letter had been received from the Diocese following the meeting held on 6 April 2005 with the Bishop of Grantham, the Diocesan Surveyor and the Trust and Estates Officer. The letter states that the West Deeping Trust holds the properties under the deeds of 1899 and 1901 and that the Diocese intends to apply to the Department of Education & Skills for an order under the 1996 Education Act bringing the Trusts under their control.  This is essentially the same action as they took in 1986.
 

The West Deeping Charities had been asked at an open meeting held on 23 June 2003 to investigate on behalf of the village whether the WD Educational Foundation could be incorporated into the West Deeping Charities. The Charity Commission confirmed that this was feasible and had outlined a two stage process. Firstly the powers of WD Charities would need to be extended so as to incorporate the obligations of the Foundation. This was completed on 2 July 2004 by order of the Charities Commission, given under the Charities Act 1993.   Secondly that the assets of the WD Foundation could then be passed to the WD Charity by an order made under Sections 26 & 36 of the Charities Act 1993.   All that remains for this to be done is for the Trustees of the WD Foundation to give their consent in writing.
 

In 1986 the Diocese of Lincoln had applied to the Department of Education for a Custodial Trusteeship order under the 1973 Education Act. This application had been opposed by the Trustees of the Educational Foundation and a number of residents resulting in its withdrawal.   It was felt that the current Trustees would not take a similar stance with regard to the latest Diocesan proposal and therefore Cllr Stowe asked the PC for its support and agreement for Cllr Robert Hall and himself to oppose the proposed Diocesan action on behalf of the village.
 

.Mr Arthur Jones considered that this was a waste of time as it had been settled back in 1986 and he had received a letter from the Department of Education confirming that these properties did not belong to the Diocese.  Why couldn't the village just accept a new lease and pay the revised annual rent?   
 

Cllr Stowe explained that if the Diocese decided once again to proceed with their proposal then, if successful, the assets of the Foundation would be put into the Diocesan Uniform Statutory Trust for the benefit of all Church of England schools in the Diocese.  As the WD Foundation school had never been a Church of England school the village had always felt its assets should be controlled by and used for the benefit of the village. Accordingly opposition to the proposal would need to be organised. Naturally it was hoped that once the Diocese had been re-acquainted with the facts they would decide not to proceed.

Mrs Sylvia Alpe asked would the Village Hall Committee accept a lease now if it was produced under the authority of the Department of Education & Science as the previous one had been? In further discussion a number of those present made the point that this would not prevent the Diocese deciding to apply again for control of the Foundation at any time in the future. The sentiment was that the issue should be sorted out now and that the proposed merger with West Deeping Charities met all these objectives. Once completed the merged body would offer a lease to the Village Hall Committee.
 

Cllr Stowe felt strongly that the assets of the Foundation should be part of the West Deeping Charities which had the Rector as one of its trustees in any case.   The Charities had offered to add the two co-trustees of the Foundation and also offered guarantees to the current occupant of the House.  
 

Mr Roger de Toney suggested that as the only elected body for the village, the Parish Council should nominate two Councillors to make further enquiries and to go up to Lincoln to speak with Andrew Gosling, the Trust and Estates Officer for the Lincoln diocese.   
 

The Chairman said that as this matter had been brought before an open meeting, the Parish Council were duty bound to discuss it at their next meeting and following discussion taking into account the points made at this meeting would make a decision as to how to proceed. 
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending the annual meeting which closed at 9.00 pm

_____________________________                    Date     ________________________

Chairman
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