WEST DEEPING PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2004

         
 Present:  
Cllr Mrs J Thomas – Chairman





Cllr Mr R Hall





Cllr Mrs M James









Cllr Mrs G Marsden

Cllr Mr Iain Stowe

Mrs J de Toney - Clerk

1.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW COUNCILLOR

Mr Iain Stowe had been co-opted to West Deeping Parish Council following a ballot on 16 November 2004 and the Chairman welcomed him to his first meeting.     Mr Stowe signed the declaration of acceptance of office.


2.
MRS J TINSLEY

The recent death of Mrs Tinsley was noted and a letter of condolence would be sent to Mr Henry Tinsley.

3.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS  

(a)
Parish Council meeting held on 13 September 2004 

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2004, previously circulated, were considered.    The word Cllr was added to Mr R Hall in the list of those present at the meeting and the minutes were then agreed as a correct record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.


(b)
Special Meeting to consider legal right of access across the Boaty

The minutes of the special meeting held on the 6 October 2004 to consider the recommendation of the solicitor in respect of the possibility of granting a legal right of access across the Boaty were considered as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.      

4.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(1)
Speed signs
The Chairman reported that it was possible to have on loan from the Lincs Road Safety Partnership a check your speed sign that can be attached to a lamp post.    The Clerk would investigate the possibility of West Deeping having these signs some time in the future. 

(2)
Christmas Tree

It was noted that Peter Ashcroft had kindly donated a Christmas tree this year and additional lights had been purchased by the Parish Council. 

5.
WEBSITE FOR WEST DEEPING

Following the discussions with David James at the beginning of the meeting it was noted that David was willing to set up and manage a website for the village.    This site would be free and would be part of Deepingsonline.     It was agreed that a six month trial should be undertaken to see if it was something the village wanted.       A note would be put in Towers & Spires to inform residents that this experiment was taking place and requesting material for the site.     The Parish Council was very grateful to David for undertaking the setting up and managing the site for the village.

With regard to the Parish Council it was thought that notices of meetings, minutes, accounts would be obviously items to post on the site and also a list of councillors and responsibilities.  It would also be a good idea to have on the site cemetery rates and other general information.

6.
CORRESPONDENCE

(1)     Information on Flagpole  

An up-to-date brochure had been received and the meeting considered the various options available.      It was agreed that the actual cost of providing a pole, flag and its installation should be obtained before a final decision was made.      It would also be necessary to find someone willing to look after the flying of the flag if it was decided to go ahead.

(2)     Mobile Police Van

It was noted that the Mobile Police van would be in the village on Friday, 18 February 2005 between 9.15 am and 10.45 am.     Notices would be put up in the New Year.

(3)
Crossroads (West Deeping/A16)

A letter had been received from Mr Dethick concerning the proposal  

(4)
Trees     

(a)  Penlea, Church Lane   It was noted that a copy of a letter to Treefellas dated 13 July 2004 from the Arboriculturalist/Landscape Officer at SKDC had been received in which permission was given for three trees to be removed as they had serious structural weakness and could fall at any time.


 (b) Yew Trees in Churchyard adjacent to Horreum, Church Lane  Following an inspection by the Arboriculturalist/Landscape Officer a copy of a letter had been received recommending that the two largest trees had suffered considerable die-back, as a result of competing ivy growth.  It was also recommended that the remaining trees in the group should be similarly reduced to prevent further damage by strong winds.

(5) West Deeping Website

A request had been received from Roy Dennis, Portal Co-ordinator for deepingsonline.co.uk for West Deeping to take over the running of its web page.    The website is funded under the E-gov scheme so no cost to the Parish but it would be necessary to have someone willing to manage the site.     It was agreed that the Clerk should ask Mr Dennis for a copy of the illustrated guide and then the Parish Council could look for someone willing to take on managing the site for the village.

4.
BOATY and 66 KING STREET 

A letter dated 12 August 2004 had been received from the Tinsley family solicitors, Mossop & Bowser, asking the Parish Council to consider granting to the Tinsley family a legal right of way by Deed over The Boaty to the garage of 66 King Street.    It was noted that the Tinsley family would be responsible for the Parish Council’s legal fees.


Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mossop & Bowser informing them that the Parish Council had agreed in principle to the granting of such a deed and asking them to draft a deed which the Parish Council could discuss in with its solicitors. 

5.
PLANNING MATTERS    

(1)
NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS

(a)
Application No  SO4/1225/81/PB/PC1

     Mr G Viglione - Erection of dwelling – R/o No 8 King Streets

The following comments were made to the Planning Department:   

(a)
It is considered that the plot was too small for the erection of a dwelling and would be “tandom building”.

(b)
The outlook for the dwelling considered to be very poor and would result in a cramped and  unsatisfactory form of development – contrary to the District Authority’s policies.

(c)
Since there had been a significant problem in recent times with a malfunctioning sewage    system at the end of the village where this dwelling was proposed the Parish Council was concerned that an additional dwelling would add to the problem.

(d)
The Parish Council was particularly concerned that should this application be granted it would set a precedent for building in the back garden.

(b)
Application No S04/1320/81/PB/PC1

Mr and Mrs P Preston – Conversion of granary to dwelling

The Council considered the plans submitted to be sympathetic to the listed barn and the conversion would considerably improve the barn and provide a desirable residence.   However the Council expressed its concern regarding the close proximity of this proposed conversion to the bungalow in respect of overlooking and parking should these two buildings ever become separated.   
(2)    
UPDATE ON EXISTING APPLICATIONS

(a)
Application Nos S04/LB/6199/81/PB/PC1 and S04/0595/81/PB/PC1

John Dickie Associates – 43A King Street - Alterations to listed building and change of use from barn to residential

It was noted that approval had been given to the above application.   The Chairman expressed her grave concern that the Planning Department had approved this application.   There appeared to be no consistency regarding what was a planning issue with regard to parking as in recent months there had been three different interpretations.      The Parish Council needed to ask itself whether it was worth making any representations when local comment appeared to be totally disregarded.       The future parking issues and dangers in the area where this barn is situated would be considerable.

(b)
Application No
S04/0962/81 – Front porch and rear extension



Mrs S Thompson, 8A King Street

It was noted that the above planning application for a front porch and rear extension had been agreed following an amendment by letter received on 3 August 2004 removing the chimney from the proposal.    All materials used must match those used in the existing building.

(c )
Application No
S04/LB/6241/81  - Erection of a conservatory



Mr and Mrs Allen, Sundial Cottage, 70 King Street, West Deeping

The Parish Council noted that approval had been given for the above planning application for a conservatory subject to samples of the materials to be used for all external walls and roofs being submitted to the District Planning Authority before any development is commenced.

6.
TINSLEY PLAYING FIELD


No progress to report in respect of the lease.

7.
WEST DEEPING CHARITIES


Cllr Hall informed the Parish Council that a notice had been posted regarding a scheme for the West Deeping Parish Charity and a copy of this draft scheme could be viewed by appointment at Mrs Joan Sandall’s home.  This is the first stage of bringing the Village Hall under the West Deeping Charities.

8.
FINANCE


(1)
Present financial position

The balances at 13 September 2004 were as follows:



Current Account:  £1758.54



Deposit Account:  £3709.73


It was noted the following invoices had been paid since since the last meeting:



28 June 2004
       G P Roffe – repair to watermain in cemetery  £55.34 chq no 100381



27 July 2004             Gary Gardens – Maintenance contract        £161.00 chq no 100382



16 August 2004         Gary’s Gardens – Maintenance contract     £120.00 chq no 100383


             6 September 2004    Gary’s Gardens – Maintenance contract       £75.00 chq no 100384


The following cheques were signed at the meeting:



Petty cash expenses





£34.91 chq no 100385



Allianz Cornhill – additional insurance cover


£58.94 chq no 100386


(2)
Request from Conservation Group
Mrs Jean Stowe was organising a Conservation lecture on Biodiversity to be given by Dr Phil Thomas to in October.   Proceeds from this event would be used in connection with conservation projects within the village and Mrs Stowe had asked if it would be possible for any money raised to be put in the Parish Council accounts but for the money to be ring-fenced for use by the Conservation Group.

The Parish Council agreed to this request and recorded its thanks to Jean Stowe and all the volunteers involved in the various projects in the village.

(3) Internal Audit of 2003-2004 Accounts 

The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit of the above accounts had been completed on the 28 June 2004 and the Annual Return had been forwarded to Moore Stephens for their scrutiny.

9.
RISK ASSESSMENT


The Internal Auditor had recommended that the Parish Council should carry out a risk assessment each year on its procedures.   The Parish Council therefore reviewed its procedures to ensure that adequate arrangements were in place to manage all identified risks.

10.
CASUAL VACANCY ON PARISH COUNCIL


Following the resignation of Mr G E (Nicky) Wilson, a notice had been placed around the village asking the electorate if they wished to have an election to fill this vacancy.      It was necessary to have ten residents responding to the Electoral Registration Office at the District Council for such an election.      If there was no response for an election then the Clerk would put up a notice asking for volunteers for co-option to the Council.    Should there be more than one candidate for co-option then the Parish Council would be required to vote to choose a new Councillor from those putting their names forward.       

11.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(1)
Grants for the Churchyards/Cemeteries


The Chairman had been advised that it was possible to obtain a grant from the Rank Organisation towards the cost of environmental projects in churchyards and cemeteries.   If this was the case this might be very helpful to West Deeping and the matter would be investigated further.

(2) 30 mph signs

It was reported that another of the 30 mph signs had been stolen from outside the Chairman’s home.   It was agreed that for the time being the Parish Council will not put these signs out on a monthly basis.      At a future time if it was decided to reintroduce this practice the Parish Council would need to acquire additional signs.

(3)
Initial meeting of the Local Area Assembly

The Clerk reported that the Chairman and she had attended the first meeting on 17 August of a new consultation strategy group for The Deepings being called a Local Area Assembly.    There appeared to be considerable confusion as to procedures, who was to be on this Local Assembly and where the general public fitted in as it had been billed as an open meeting.   Not much gained other than the District announced that it had to save £700,000 on  its budget and produced a list of where the cuts might be made to produce this saving.    There was also a presentation on waste.  As usual not much help for the outlying villages as not cost effective.  Also it was depressing to learn that the green bags purchased for garden rubbish actually went into landfill sites.   This was considered just another way for the Council to get revenue via the backdoor.

12.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Monday, 6 December 2004.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at  9.25 pm.

NB:    Signed as a correct record at the meeting on 2 February 2005

