MINUTES OF WEST DEEPING COMMUNITY MEETING

 with HON. JOHN HAYES MP

FRIDAY MARCH 28th 2008 at West Deeping Village Hall 

PRESENT:
38 Residents of West Deeping and;

The Hon John Hayes MP.

Revd Caroline Kennedy (Chairman of West Deeping Educational Foundation)

Mr Allan Crowson (Trustee of West Deeping Educational Foundation

Mrs June Thomas (Chairman of West Deeping Parish Council)

Mr Robert Hall (Chairman of West Deeping Parish Charity & Councillor))

Mr Iain Stowe (Secretary of West Deeping Village Hall & Councillor)

APOLOGIES
:Grace & Brian Marsden, Joy & Roger de Toney, Arthur Jones, 

 Niki Bowling,  Jim & Victoria Mooney, Derek Moon

WELCOME

June Thomas, Chairman of the Parish Council, welcomed Mr Hayes to the meeting and handed him the chair.

THE HON JOHN HAYES MP

Made three points concerning his view of the application by the Diocese of Lincoln for a Section 554 Order to take ownership of West Deepings Village hall & School house;

a) That he regarded it as imperative that the village hall was retained for the benefit of the community.

 b) That it was clear that it was well established in this role as the school had closed in 1971.

c) That the future ownership should be assured as the present circumstances were less than ideal.

At this point the meeting was opened to the floor and a lively discussion ensued in the course of which the following points emerged:

· That both the School (Village Hall) and House were owned by West Deeping Educational Foundation and had been since they were built in 1899/1901.

· That the Diocese had made a negligible financial contribution to their construction, improvement and maintenance over the years.

· That the School and House were one indivisible asset of the WD Educational Foundation.

· That the residents of West Deeping maintain that the Diocese has no right to seek title to the property of the Foundation and were strongly opposed to the Diocesan application.

· That the School was let by the Foundation to a Village Hall Committee for a 30-year period until 2026.

· That the House was let to a lay preacher whose contribution was valued by the community.

· That the Diocese had tried to take title previously in 1986 and had withdrawn by direction of the Minister. His letter confirming the trust was a mixed one and not eligible was produced and examined.

· That there was a second charity in the village – the West Deeping Parish Charity, that owned the playing field and also incorporated the assets of the previous village school that closed in 1899.

· That the community were of the view that the assets of the WD Educational Foundation should be merged with WD Parish Charity so as to secure the long term future of the properties.

In summary the Hon John Hayes made the following points:

· He would meet with the Diocese to see what their position was, why they were making the application and whether, in view of the opposition, they would withdraw.

· He would speak with the Minister to explain the community’s opposition.

· He would refer back to the Parish Council who would communicate with residents.

The meeting finished with a brief outline of the reasons why the Council Tax had increased so markedly following the Lincolnshire Police precept that had increased 78%. Action was being taken to consult with Government to seek a compromise that might include a cap.

The meeting closed at approx. 4.0pm with a round of applause and thanks to the Hon John Hayes for attending and offering his support to the community.

Signed:        June Thomas
           

Date:    31 March 2008 

                Chairman


      West Deeping Parish Council 


