MINUTES OF WEST DEEPING COMMUNITY MEETING HELD ON 

MONDAY, 15 FEBRUARY 2010  7:00PM

PRESENT:   Bob Alpe, SM Alpe, Maggie Ashcroft, Martin Blackwell, Alan Calvert, Ginny Cook, Steve Cook, Allan Crowson, Rene Cutts, A Dethick, Joy deToney, Roger deToney, Sean Enwright, Robert Hall, J Hutchings, M Hutchings, David James, Melanie James, Alice Jones, B Marsden, Grace Marsden, James Mooney, Margaret Mooney, Elizabeth Noble, Graham Pearce, Hilary Pearce, Andrew Pickering, David Rae, Gill Sillars, Brian Small, M Small, Iain Stowe, Jean Stowe, AG Taylor, Inger Taylor, June Thomas, Vic Thomas, David Ward, Phylis Wilson.

1. WELCOME

June Thomas, as Chairman of the Parish Council, welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:  Nicky Bowling, Cllr Mike Exton.  
June Thomas then introduced Steve Cook who would be chairing the meeting for the remainder of the evening.

3. BACKGROUND  

Iain Stowe, Secretary to the Village Hall Committee, gave a brief background to the Secretary of State’s refusal of Lincoln Diocese’s application to the Department of Children, Schools and Families for an order under sections 554 & 556 of the Education Act 1996 for the village hall and school house.

Key points:

The Village Hall (formerly the Old School) and Teacher’s House remain the property of The West Deeping Educational Foundation.

There was nothing legally to stop the Diocese from making a further application.

The deeds for the properties are held in Lincoln, which may not be appropriate.

Mr Stowe felt the meeting had to choose between two courses of action. Either leave things as they now are or decide a future course of action.

4. FUTURE ACTION 
The Chairman then asked for comments or questions from the floor. 

There then followed a discussion during which Mr. James Mooney reiterated the initial decision the meeting had to make was to leave the West Deeping Educational Foundation in control of the properties without any further involvement from the village as whole, or whether the village should decide on a future course of action.

Mr A Dethick expressed the view that the properties should be treated separately with the village being purely concerned with the future of the Village Hall. The meeting was informed that both properties where on one deed, and therefore, indivisible at present, although this did not have to remain the case, but to change things would take some time.

It was stressed that any future action had to involve a dialogue and cooperation with the Trustees of the Foundation, providing the meeting wished future action in that direction. 

The following was read to the meeting.

The Church Council approved the following statement of the intent of the Trustees of the West Deeping Education following the decision by the Secretary of State to refuse the Order requested by the diocese.

  “The trustees have, for some time, wanted to increase the number of trustees but could not, obviously, pursue this until the decision concerning the Order had been made, as it requires an amendment to the foundation document.  Now that the decision has been given, and as soon as the amendment to the foundation document has been approved by the Charity Commissioners, the trustee body will be extended and additional trustees appointed.”
Roger deToney asked that the meeting vote on the following motion.

This meeting agrees that every effort should be made to secure the long-term future of the properties as a village facility in perpetuity.

The motion was seconded by David Ward, and the meeting voted.

30 for, 0 against, 3 abstentions

Roger deToney then proposed the following motion.

This meeting agrees to appoint a team/working group to consult with the Trustees of the Educational Foundation to explore ways of achieving the above resolution in a manner that is mutually satisfactory to the residents of the village and the trustees of the “Foundation”. When a draft agreement is achieved the team/working group will report back to a village meeting so that all residents have to opportunity to decide if to progress with the proposed agreement.

The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Noble, and the meeting voted.

33 for, 0 against
5. WORKING GROUP 
The meeting was informed by Rene Cutts that an amendment to The West Deeping Education Foundation document had been applied for and any new trustee appointments would be from within the village.

The meeting then discussed the possible makeup of the working group. Mr James Mooney proposed a group of six drawn from different areas of the village. This was felt to be too large a group and was not compatible with the number of Trustees on the Foundation.

Mr A Dethick proposed the following motion.

The working group should consist of 3 people, one representative from the Parish Council, one representative from the Village Hall committee, under the chair of Martin Blackwell. The representatives from the Parish Council and Village Hall committee to be decided by those organisations.

The motion was seconded by Geoff Taylor and the meeting voted.

28 for, 5 against

Iain Stowe asked that one of the first actions of the working group was that the trustees of the Foundation be requested to make no appointment of additional trustees until they had met with the communities working group.

Joy deToney then raised the issue of a working group secretary, both to minute meetings between the working group and the Trustees of the Foundation, and also as a point of any correspondence with the working group.

A Dethick proposed that this be done by Rene Cutts, this was seconded by Alan Calvert.

June Thomas proposed Joy deToney, this was seconded by Margaret Mooney

The meeting voted 14 votes to 8 votes in favour of Joy deToney.

The working group would report any progress to the village as and when they felt there was anything of substance to report.

The Chairman thanked everyone for giving their time and for the contributions made to the discussion.

The meeting closed at ended at 8:07pm 


Signed:  ______________________________


Date:    ______________________________

